Tetangana Biodisesty

Vol. 4 Issue 4
Oct-Dec, 2023

A Newsletter of Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Studies, Osmania University

Editorial

Religious and cultural traditions often encourage compassion toward animals, including feeding birds
or feral animals as acts of virtue. While rooted in empathy and spiritual intent, such practices in
crowded urban environments must be approached with awareness and responsibility. Blindly
following these rituals, such as feeding feral pigeons, monkeys, or stray dogs, can unintentionally
cause significant harm to both human and ecological health. In densely populated cities, leftover food
and the congregation of animals lead to unsanitary conditions. Feral animals become vectors for
diseases like rabies, histoplasmosis, leptospirosis, and bird flu, among others. Feeding encourages
unnatural population surges, which the environment cannot sustain. Overcrowding and food
competition lead to aggressive behaviour, interspecies conflict, and increased human-animal
encounters that pose risks, especially to children and the elderly. Moreover, overfed feral animals lose
their instinct to forage naturally, disrupting ecological balance and often displacing native species. In
urban ecosystems already under pressure, such unintended consequences strain civic infrastructure
and public health systems. Faith need not conflict with reason. True compassion considers long-term
welfare for both animals and humans. Religious acts must evolve with modern understanding of
ecology and public health. It is time to replace blind rituals with informed, responsible actions that
align faith with science and sustainability.
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Briefly
28th UN Climate Change Conference (COP28)

The 28th UN Climate Change Conference (COP28), held from November 30 to December 12,
2023 in Dubai, marked a significant turning point in global climate negotiations. For the first
time in COP history, nations explicitly addressed fossil fuels in the final agreement, calling for
"transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy systems, in a just, orderly and equitable manner."
The conference established the operationalization of the Loss and Damage Fund with initial
pledges exceeding $700 million, providing financial support to vulnerable countries facing
climate disaster impacts. The UAE Consensus, as the final agreement was called, also
emphasized tripling renewable energy capacity and doubling energy efficiency improvements by
2030. COP28 saw the completion of the first Global Stocktake, which assessed collective
progress toward Paris Agreement goals and highlighted the significant gap between current
efforts and necessary action. The Stocktake emphasized the need for more ambitious national
climate plans. Critics noted the significant presence of fossil fuel industry representatives at the
conference and questioned whether commitments would translate into meaningful action.
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