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Editorial

Launched in 1973, Project Tiger marked a turning point in India's commitment to wildlife
conservation. Initiated by the Government of India, the project aimed to halt the alarming
decline in tiger population due to habitat loss, poaching, and human-wildlife conflict. Beginning
with nine tiger reserves covering 18,278 square kilometers, the initiative has expanded to 55
reserves across the country today, reflecting a remarkable increase in protected habitats.

Under the stewardship of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), Project Tiger
adopted a science-based approach to conservation, emphasizing habitat improvement, anti-
poaching measures, relocation of villages from core areas, and community engagement. These
efforts have led to encouraging results—India now hosts over 70% of the world’s wild tiger
population. Beyond tigers, the project has also benefitted countless other species, preserving
entire ecosystems and strengthening biodiversity.

However, the journey is far from over. Urbanization, climate change, and human pressures
continue to pose challenges. Continued awareness and support are vital to ensure the long-term
success of this iconic species' protection.

In the upcoming series of our newsletter, we will spotlight various Tiger Reserves of India,
exploring their unique landscapes, challenges, and conservation successes. Stay tuned as we
journey through the heart of India's wilderness and celebrate its most majestic predator.
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Briefly
India Expands its Tiger Reserve Network

India’s commitment to tiger conservation has taken a significant step forward with the inclusion
of Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh and Dholpur—Karauli Tiger Reserve
in Rajasthan into the country's expanding network of tiger reserves. With these additions, the
total number of tiger reserves in India now stands at 55. Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve,
carved out from the Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary and adjoining forest areas, spans across the
districts of Damoh, Sagar, and Narsinghpur in Madhya Pradesh. Known for its rich biodiversity
and vital tiger corridors, it strengthens central India’s conservation landscape. Dholpur—Karauli
Tiger Reserve, situated in eastern Rajasthan, enhances the ecological connectivity between
Ranthambhore and Kuno-Palpur landscapes. It holds promise for both tiger conservation and
the protection of dry deciduous forest ecosystems. These new reserves reflect India's ongoing
commitment to preserving its national animal and securing habitats critical to ecological balance
and biodiversity conservation.
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