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Editorial

The third quarter of 2023 highlighted critical strides and challenges in biodiversity conservation.
India’s announcement of a record 3,682 wild tigers—a 24% increase since 2018—is a testament to
Project Tiger’s 50-year legacy. This success, driven by habitat protection and anti- poachmg efforts,
proves sustained action can reverse species decline. Yet, habitat fragmentation in regions like the
Western Ghats and rising human-wildlife conflicts underscore the need for adaptive strategies that
balance conservation with community needs. Globally, the launch of the Global Biodiversity
Framework Fund (GBFF) at August’s GEF Assembly offered hope, proritizing Indigenous-led
mitiatives and vulnerable nations. However, India’s catastrophic monsoon floods—Ilinked to climate
change—served as a grim reminder of intertwined ecological crises. Over 300 lives were lost, and
Himalayan ecosystems suffered irreversible damage, exposing gaps in climate adaptation planning,
The UN’s September Global Stocktake reinforced the urgency: current efforts remain inadequate to
limit warming to 1.5°C. India’s dual identity—a conservation leader and climate-vulnerable nation—
mirrors this global paradox. While Project Tiger and the GBFF exemplify collaborative success,
scaling solutions demands greater political will, funding, and integration of climate resilience into
biodiversity policies. The path forward requires bridging ecological and socio-economic priorities.
Protecting biodiversity is not a standalone goal but a cornerstone of climate action and human well-
being. As threats escalate, the world must choose: accelerate inclusive, science-driven strategies or
risk irreversible losses. The time for half-measures is over.
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Briefly
India’s Tiger Population Reaches Record High

India’s Project Tiger, launched in 1973, marks a historic conservation triumph, with the 2022
All India Tiger Estimation reporting 3,682 wild tigers—a 24% surge from 2,967 in 2018. This
growth reflects decades of habitat protection, anti-poaching efforts, and community
engagement across 53 reserves, revitalizing ecosystems like the Sundarbans and Central India.
Achieving the global goal to double tiger populations by 2022 ahead of schedule, India has
solidified its role as a global conservation leader. Yet challenges loom. Habitat fragmentation
from infrastructure and deforestation disrupts wildlife corridors, notably in the Western Ghats
and Northeast India. Expanding tiger populations also escalate human-wildlife conflicts,
endangering communities and animals alike. Climate change compounds these threats, altermg
habitats and prey availability. While Project Tiger’s success is monumental, addressmg these
issues requires urgent action: restoring ecological corridors, deploying conflict mitigation
measures, and adopting policies that balance ecological health with local livelihoods. Sustaining
progress demands increased funding, interdisciplinary collaboration, and adaptive strategies to
secure tigers’ future amid rapid environmental shifts. The initiative’s legacy hinges on
integrating conservation with sustainable development, ensuring India’s tigers thrive.
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Tiger population soars

An analysis by the Wildlife Institute
of India puts the average number of
tigers in India at 3,682. A look at how
the tiger population has increased
over the years
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