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Editorial
Butterflies, with their delicate wings and vibrant colours, are more than just nature’s artwork; Editorial 1
th.ey are ess.ential players 1n maintaining ecol(?gical balar.lce. A.s pollinators, butt.erﬂies play a Briefly 1
critical role in the reproduction of many flowering plants, including several crops vital to human )
. . . Special Feature 2
agriculture. By transferring pollen as they feed on nectar, butterflies ensure that plants can
reproduce, fostering biodiversity and contributing to healthy ecosystems. However, butterflies Threatened Taxa 3
are not just vital for the plants they pollinate. Their presence and diversity are important Pioneers in Conservation 4
indicators of environmental health. A decline in butterfly populations often signals broader . .
. . . . . . Environment Education 4
ecological issues, such as habitat loss, pollution, or climate change. Therefore, protecting
butterflies is not merely about preserving their beauty but safeguarding the intricate web of life Nature for Kids 5
they help sustain. Our Biodiversity 5
As we observe these graceful creatures fluttering through our gardens and landscapes, it’s Feature - Flora 6
crucial to acknowledge their environmental significance and work toward their conservation. Feature - Fauna 7
The present issue of this newsletter is dedicated to celebrating these fascinating insects, their
. . . Events 8
role in nature, and the ongoing efforts to protect them. Through awareness, education, and
collective action, we can ensure that future generations continue to enjoy the sight of News 8
butterflies, while also recognizing the broader lessons they offer about the importance of Signing Off 8

preserving our planet’s fragile ecosystems.
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Briefly
Majority of Snow Lepoards are in Ladakh

India's inaugural nationwide snow leopard population survey, conducted between 2019 and
2023, has estimated a total of 718 snow leopards (Panthera uncia) across the country. Ladakh
emerged as the primary habitat, hosting approximately 477 individuals, accounting for over two-
thirds of India's snow leopard population. Other significant populations were found in
Uttarakhand (124), Himachal Pradesh (51), Arunachal Pradesh (36), Sikkim (21), and Jammu &
Kashmir (9). The survey covered about 120,000 km? of potential snow leopard habitat across
the trans-Himalayan region, including 13,450 km of trails and 1,971 camera trap locations,
totaling 180,000 trap nights. This comprehensive data provides a scientifically robust baseline
for future conservation efforts. The report recommends establishing a dedicated Snow Leopard §
Cell at WII to facilitate long-term monitoring and periodic population assessments every four
years. Such initiatives are crucial for addressing threats like habitat fragmentation, human-
wildlife conflict, and climate change impacts on this vulnerable apex predator.
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